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SUBJECT: MAP DISCUSSIONS 

REF: VIENTIANE 4042 

MANILA FOR ASSISTANT SECRETARY HABIB 
1 . 

MAP DISCUSSIONS WITH LAO WILL CONSTITUTE AN ENTIRELY NEW 
DIMENSION TO WHAT UNTIL NOW HAVE BEEN NEGOTIATIONS SOLELY 
ABOUT THE TERMINATION AND TRANSFER OF USAID PROGRAMS AND 
FACILITIES. WHILE UNDER THE CIRCUMSTANCES WE HAVE NO OB- 
JECTION TO A MISSION TEAM MEETING TO HEAR WHAT THE LAO HAVE 
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TO SAY ABOUT MAP. SUCH A MEETING IS NOT TO BE CONSTRUED AS 
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"NEGOTIATIONS" IN ANY SENSE. THE U.S. TEAM SHOULD THEREFORE 
SIMPLY LISTEN TO LAO VIEWS AND MAKE NO REPEAT NO COMMITMENTS 
WHATSOEVER. 

2. FYI. IN THIS CONNECTION, WE ARE PREPARED TO CONTINUE POL 
AND RICE SHIPMENTS TO FAR TROOPS FOR THE TIME BEING, BUT 
WE ARE NOT REPEAT NOT PREPARED TO RESUME ANY SHIPMENTS OF 
PURELY MILITARY ITEMS. NEITHER ARE WE PREPARED TO CON- 
TEMPLATE AN FY 1976 MAP PROGRAM OF ANY KIND. KISSINGER 
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